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    Overview

    
      One of the first global law firms to establish a presence in the Middle East, Shearman & Sterling has extensive regional experience and an integrated global network of offices providing top-tier legal services. We have represented clients on groundbreaking deals and precedent-setting projects that have led to the emergence of the region as a dynamic financial center. We have also represented clients on some of the most complex disputes arising out of construction and development projects, investments, acquisitions and joint ventures.

We provide exceptional service to both regionally based clients and foreign investors seeking opportunities in the Middle East, including multinational companies, government ministries, state-owned companies, banks, contractors, investment agencies and financial sponsors. These clients turn to us because of our distinguished record in M&A, project development, finance, financial regulation, capital markets, private equity and dispute resolution, as well as our deep experience in the construction, energy and infrastructure industries.

A pioneer in the field of financing in the region, we have advised on two of the largest project bond financings in the Middle East and on groundbreaking Shari’ah-compliant financings, such as the first power project in the Middle East that included financing from Islamic banks and the largest-ever oil and gas Islamic financing. Our track record also includes successfully representing Dow Chemical in an ICC arbitration arising from the failed joint venture with Petrochemical Industries of Kuwait, in which a $2.47 billion award was rendered in Dow’s favor — the largest commercial arbitration award ever.

In addition, we have worked closely with governments to draft new laws and regulations. We also worked with the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in 1971 to create the Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), helping them establish a new era in Abu Dhabi’s economy. We established an office in Abu Dhabi in 1975 to assist our clients in transforming Abu Dhabi into one of the world’s most important energy centers. More recently, we have been advising Abu Dhabi Global Market (ADGM) on its establishment as an international financial center in the United Arab Emirates and the UAE government on reforming its financial regulatory framework. 

The economies of the Middle East have continued to diversify in recent years, especially in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. To support the Kingdom and its domestic clients, Shearman & Sterling formed an association with The Law Firm of Dr. Sultan Almasoud in Saudi Arabia in 2015 to create a top-tier Saudi law practice with an office in Riyadh. The association harnesses the firm’s global network with The Law Firm of Dr. Sultan Almasoud’s Saudi experience to provide legal support on local and cross-border mergers and acquisitions, private equity, capital markets, corporate reorganizations, foreign investments, project development, dispute resolution and regulatory matters.
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    Accolades

    
      Rankings

For over 50 years, our Middle East practice has been recognized as an elite international practice by prestigious legal directories such as Chambers & Partners and Legal 500. In the current regional editions of Chambers & Partners and Legal 500, our practice is recognized among the top three bands in one or more in the following countries/jurisdictions:

	Egypt Capital Markets
	Egypt Projects & Energy
	Middle East-wide Capital Markets
	Middle East-wide Corporate/M&A
	Middle East-wide Dispute Resolution
	Middle East-Wide Projects & Energy
	Oman Projects & Energy
	Qatar Projects & Energy
	Saudi Arabia Corporate/Commercial
	UAE Capital Markets
	UAE Construction
	UAE Corporate/M&A
	UAE Dispute Resolution
	UAE Oil, Gas and Natural Resources
    


Awards

	Domestic Deal of the Year (ADNOC's Acquisition of Masdar) – IFLR Middle East Awards 2023
	Project Finance Deal of the Year (NEOM's $8.4 billion Hydrogen Project) – IFLR Middle East Awards 2023
	Middle East Equity Deal of the Year (Fertiglobe IPO) – IFLR Middle East Awards 2022
	Green Deal of the Year (NEOM's $8.4 billion Hydrogen Project) – PFI Awards 2022
	Global ESG Deal of the Year (Amunet Wind Farm) – PFI Awards 2022
	Energy & Infrastructure Team of the Year (Jazan IGCC / ASU Project) – British Legal Awards 2022
	Global Deal of the Year (Jazan IGCC / ASU Project) – PFI Awards 2021
	MENA Hybrid Energy Deal of the Year (Jazan IGCC / ASU Project) – IJGlobal Awards 2021
	MENA Petrochemicals Deal of the Year (Sadara Restructuring) – IJGlobal Awards 2021
	Green Project of the Year (NEOM's $8.4 billion Hydrogen Project) – Global Hydrogen Summit 2021
	MENA M&A Legal Adviser of the Year – Mergermarket Middle East Awards 2019 and 2018
	Energy, Mining & Utilities M&A Legal Advisor of the Year – Mergermarket Middle East Awards 2019
	MENA Water Deal of the Year (Salalah IWP) – IJGlobal Awards 2019
	MENA Waste Deal of the Year (Sharjah WTE) – IJGlobal Awards 2019
	Middle East and Africa Clean Deal of the Year (Sharjah WTE) – PFI Awards 2018
	Structured Loan Deal of the Year (Sharjah WTE) – Bonds, Loans & Sukuk Middle East Awards 2018
	Quasi-Sovereign & Government-Related Entity Debt Deal of the Year (ADCOP Bond) – Bonds, Loans & Sukuk Middle East Awards 2018
	Equity Deal of the Year (ADNOC IPO) – IFLR Middle East Awards 2018
	MENA Legal Advisor of the Year – IJGlobal Awards 2017 and 2016
	MENA Project Bond of the Year (ACWA Bond) – IJGlobal Awards 2017
	MENA Solar Deal of the Year (Sweihan PV IPP) – IJGlobal Awards 2017
	Power Deal of the Year (Sweihan PV IPP) – PFI Awards 2017
	Bond Deal of the Year (ACWA Bond) – PFI Awards 2017
	Structured Finance Deal of the Year (ACWA Bond) – Bonds, Loans & Sukuk Middle East Awards 2017
	Project Finance Team of the Year – IFLR Middle East Awards 2017
	Regulatory and Investigations Team of the Year (ADGM) – British Legal
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      Alex Bevan
    Partner


    
            International Arbitration

                    +971 2 410 8121

             +971 2 410 8121

                    +44 20 7655 5000

             +44 20 7655 5000
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      Dr. Sultan Almasoud*
    Partner


    
            Mergers & Acquisitions

                    +966 11 213 7801

             +966 11 213 7801

                    *Partner in the Riyadh office, which we operate in association with The Law Firm of Dr. Sultan Almasoud

             *Partner in the Riyadh office, which we operate in association with The Law Firm of Dr. Sultan Almasoud
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      Offices

      



    
       Abu Dhabi 
      
        
          
              Etihad Towers

                          21st Floor, Office Tower 3

                          Corniche Road

                          P.O. Box 2948

          

          
            Abu Dhabi

            

                United Arab Emirates


          

          
              
                T: +971 2 410 8100
              
 +971 2 410 8100

                                                  Key Contact:Alex  Bevan

                          Year Established: 1975

          

        

          

      

    

    
       Riyadh (Associated Office) 
      
        
          
              The Law Firm of Dr. Sultan Almasoud in association with Shearman & Sterling LLP

                          Office Unit 10, Floor 3, 

                          Bldg. WH01-04,  Al Raidah, Digital City, Al-Nakheel

                          P.O. Box 90217, Riyadh 11613

          

          
            Riyadh

            

                Kingdom of Saudi Arabia


          

          
              
                T: +966 11 213 7800
              
 +966 11 213 7800

                                      Key Contact:Dr.Sultan  Almasoud*

                                      Year Established: 2015
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